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was quite certain that the discussion would be frank,
open, and luminous, and that the Congress would not
separate until it had found a solution for the problem
which was set before it,"
Preparatory to the great Congress De Lesseps had
already been instrumental in obtaining the most valu-
able data, especially through the expedition of 1878
led by Lieutenant L N, Bonaparte Wyse, an officer
in the French Navy, Wyse had not only traversed the
Panama route, but he had also come to an understand-
ing with the Panama Railroad and secured a concession
for the construction of the canal from the Columbian
Government,
Thus matters stood when the seventy-four year old
uniter of seas prepared to essay the union of oceans,